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Friese Poort RTC Chooses SolidWorks To Provide Students With Best Preparation For The Future

Four RTC Branches Take Out 800 SolidWorks Educational Edition Licences For Their Middle-Management Engineering Programme
DRACHTEN, june 9, 2009 – The Friese Poort Regional Training Centre recently selected SolidWorks® as its standard 3D CAD software 3D CAD. Following a short trial with 100 licences at the Drachten branch, the Sneek, Emmerloord and Leeuwaarden branches have also switched over to SolidWorks. Each branch now possesses 200 licences. As a result, students from all study courses can make unlimited use of SolidWorks.
The Friese Poort Regional Training Centre has four branches in the north of the Netherlands and offers training courses in various fields of study and at various levels. In total, Friese Poort RTC has around 13,000 students. Within the middle-management engineering study programme which has a total of around 600 students, SolidWorks is used in the mechanical engineering, industrial design, mechatronics and electrotechnology courses.
 “Following an essential training session for several teachers at our reseller Cadmes, we began using SolidWorks in education in February”, says Wietze Huitema, head of the technology department at Friese Poort RTC. “Before that, we mainly used 2D-CAD and only occasional use was made of a 3D-CAD programme. We noticed that students often already came into contact with 3D-CAD, for example during work placements. Although many companies still work with 2D-CAD, it is impossible to imagine life without 3D-CAD. 3D-CAD requires a different way of working and a different approach to an assignment or project. In order to ensure for our students to remain optimally familiar with the business world, we decided, following the trial, to include SolidWorks in the study programme on a larger scale.”

 “However, at the start of the course we continue to work with a 2D-CAD programme”, explains Huitema. “Our students need a thorough knowledge of technical drawing and we teach them that with a 2D-CAD programme. A start is made with SolidWorks in the second part of the course. The pupils first go through the tutorials which have been developed by SolidWorks Benelux on their own. This provides them with sufficient knowledge to then be able to work on a project in groups. An example of such a project in the third year is a city step. A number of demands are made of the product. The students must then create a design, elaborate it using technical drawings, test it for manufacturability and finally build a prototype. SolidWorks can play a central role throughout this entire process. The use of SolidWorks enables our students to design better and more realistic products for their projects. The students acquire much greater insight into the design. We have noticed that they enjoy working with SolidWorks and set to work very enthusiastically on the projects.”
Friese Poort Regional Training Centre chose SolidWorks for its user-friendliness; intuitive interface; and the availability of good educational material. SolidWorks Benelux has developed a series of tutorials for VMBO/MBO
 level. The students can work through these tutorials completely independently, with minimal supervision. They then have sufficient basic knowledge of SolidWorks to begin work on a project. During a project and certainly on a work placement, the students gain real know-how in the use of SolidWorks. The students can also use the Student Design Kit so that they can work with SolidWorks at home.
By gaining a good knowledge of SolidWorks, the students are better prepared for the job market and finding a job will therefore become easier. Friese Poort RTC plans to look at which SolidWorks components can be included into the study programme, such as PhotoWorks for the creation of realistic renderings.
“The use of 3D-CAD is of great importance for Friese Poort RTC”, says Kees Kloosterboer, regional manager of SolidWorks for the Benelux region. “The students are learning to use a tool which will give them a head start on the job market. Because SolidWorks is so user-friendly, the students can quickly obtain attractive results and that has a highly motivating effect. Good Dutch-language educational material is also essential in this regard. For these reasons, we are investing a great deal in the development of tutorials for each educational level which can be downloaded via the website www.solidworks.nl. The series of 12 tutorials developed for VMBO and MBO which are used by Friese Poort RTC is a good example of this. These tutorials allow the students to quickly familiarise themselves with the most important components of SolidWorks. As a follow-up to these tutorials, we recently developed a collection of exercise material. Teachers therefore receive a complete package of outstanding educational material without having to invest their own time in its development.”
 “SolidWorks is committed to education”, explains Kloosterboer. “We want to make it as easy as possible for every teacher from every study course to work with SolidWorks. Therefore, we are continuing to further develop the study material and keep it up to date with the latest versions of SolidWorks Educational Edition. 

Friese Poort RTC employs SolidWorks resellers Cadmes for implementation, training and support.
About Friese Poort RTC
Friese Poort RTC is an education and training centre for learning, living and the exchange of knowledge and experiences. Its most important features include personal attention in a small-scale setting and strong regional links. The centre prepares young people and adults for the job market and society. The training is geared to the existing educational level of the students, their ambitions and talents. Drawing on its Christian heritage, the centre provides education and training in a contemporary environment. For more information, visit the websitewww.rocfriesepoort.nl or contact Wietze Huitema on +31 (0)512 767700.

About Cadmes
Cadmes increases the productivity and innovative strength of its clients. Through the supply and implementation of CAD, CAE and PDM software and related services, Cadmes supports companies in the area of design, engineering, work preparation and production in the industrial and product-development branch. For more information about the educational applications of SolidWorks, please contact our education manager Antonette den Dekker on +31 (0)73 6456222 or visit our website (www.cadmes.com).

Over Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks Corp.

Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks Corp., een Dassault Systèmes S.A. (Nasdaq: DASTY, Euronext Parijs: #13065, DSY.PA) bedrijf, ontwikkelt en verkoopt software voor ontwerp, analyse en product data management. Het is een toonaangevende aanbieder van 3D CAD technologie en biedt teams intuïtieve, krachtige software, die hen helpt om betere producten te ontwerpen. Voor het laatste nieuws, informatie of een online demonstratie, bezoek de website (www.solidworks.nl) of bel +31-(0)72-5143550 

About Dassault Systèmes   

Als wereldleider in 3D en Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) oplossingen, heeft Dassault Systèmes meer dan 100.000 klanten in 80 landen. Begonnen als pionier in de 3D software markt in 1981, ontwikkelt en verkoopt Dassault Systèmes PLM applicaties en diensten die industriële processen ondersteunen. Dassault Systèmes biedt een 3D visie op de gehele levenscyclus van producten, van het ontstaan tot onderhoud en recycling. Het Dassault Systèmes portfolio bestaat uit CATIA voor het ontwerpen van het virtuele product - SolidWorks voor 3D mechanical design - DELMIA voor virtuele productie - SIMULIA for virtueel testen - ENOVIA voor wereldwijd collaborative lifecycle management, and 3DVIA voor online 3D visualisaties. Dassault Systèmes is genoteerd op Nasdaq (DASTY) en Euronext Parijs (#13065, DSY.PA) aandelenbeurzen. Voor meer informatie, bezoek http://www.3ds.com
CATIA, DELMIA, ENOVIA, SIMULIA, 3DVIA, SolidWorks, en eDrawings zijn geregistreerde handelsmerken van Dassault Systèmes of zijn dochtermaatschappijen in de VS en/of andere landen. Andere merken en productnamen zijn handelsmerken van de respectievelijke eigenaren. Copyright © 2008 Dassault Systèmes SolidWorks Corp.
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